" What is a Gyroplane?

e

Gyroplanes are a cross between a helicop-
ter and an airplane. Mostly like a helicop-
ter the gyroplane is a rotorcraft and uses
rotorblades as a spinning wing to fly.
Unlike a helicopter the rotorblades are not
powered directly by the engine and they
use a propeller for forward movement.

Gyrocopter, Gyroplane, Autogyro? Do
they all mean the same thing?

In general YES. However, there are minor
technical differences.

Autogyro The term Autogyro is used to
describe the first style of gyroplanes.
These are tractor-style gyroplanes that
have a fuselage that looks like a
conventional aircraft.

Gyrocopter This is the most common
term used by the general public. The term
gyrocopter is a product name owned by
the Bensen company. Sort of like the term
Kleenex is a brand name but not all tissues
are Kleenex some are just tissues.

Gyroplane In the United States the FAA’s
official term is gyroplane. Gyroplane is
the term most used by the pilots and
people in the hobby.

Want to
know about
Gyroplanes?

If you would like to learn more about
about gyroplanes and other personal |
rotorcraft check out these resources:

This pamphlet contains basic
information about
Gyroplanes, Gyrocopters and
Autogyros.

Popular Rotorcraft Association WWW.pra.org
Indiana Rotorcraft Associaiton www.prachapter34.com
AirCommand Gyroplanes www.aircommand.com
For a free DVD video ($5 shipping) email:
gyrovid@oldmotorcycle.com

NOTE:

Even if you are an experienced pilot you still must
et lessons from a gyroplane certified instructor.
Gyroplanes are relatively easy to fly but are not
fixed wing aircraft or helicopters. Gyroplanes have
some very unique attributes that require gyro
specific training!

For more information contact
www.PRA org







